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This paper examines black life in Albany, Georgia from 1880-1910.
It discusses the role blacks played in local and state politics. In
addition, the economic life of the black community is examined. A
county wide depression is mentioned because its occurrence was to have
a profound effect on Albany and was to result in determining to a certain
extent the economic, political and social activities of the black com¬
munity during this period. Another part of this paper is devoted to the
religious and social life of blacks in Albany during this period. Final¬
ly, the paper discusses educational activities in the black community.
Included is a discussion of the schools of the American Missionary Associ¬
ation, the public school system of Dougherty County and the Albany Bible
and Manual Training Institute.
The paper utilizes the news accounts of the period as recorded in
the city's newspapers, school reports from the State School Commissioner,
legislative records, tax records and other related primary sources.
Secondary sources relevant to the period are also used in the development
of this paper.
BLACKS IN ALBANY, GEORGIA AS SEEN THROUGH NEWSPAPERS
AND OTHER RELATED SOURCES, 1880-1910
A THESIS
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF ATLANTA UNIVERSITY
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR













Albany, Georgia, located in the county of Dougherty, is situated
at the head of navigation on the Flint River, at a distance of approxi¬
mately one hundred eighty-three miles from Atlanta, one hundred eighty
miles from the Atlantic coast and seventy-five miles above the Florida
line.
Blacks have been an integral part of Albany since its founding in
1836 and even earlier before its incorporation as a municipality. As
slaves, they were the main source of economic prosperity for the Albany
plantation owners. During the Civil War the slaves were a source of
strength even though they were not involved in combat roles. They enabled
the city to supply so much food and other supplies to the Confederate
troops that the area was given the name "Little Egypt."
After the Civil War and during Reconstruction, blacks from the
rural areas joined the ranks of those blacks already living in Albany.
This influx of blacks into the area caused it to become known as the Black
Belt of Georgia. Although the Reconstruction amendments gave the blacks
in Albany their citizenship and the right to vote, evidence reveals no
significant changes in their status as a result of these new privileges.
^H. T. McIntosh and J. A. Davis, Jr., comps., A Handbook of the




This study examines black life in Albany, Georgia from 1880-1910.
Among other aspects of the black experience, it discusses the role blacks
played in local and state politics. Their influence on politics in Albany
though negligible is worth mentioning in view of the eventual disfranchise¬
ment of blacks that took place in the state in 1908, making any previous
activity significant simply by virtue of the fact that blacks did parti¬
cipate.
Secondly, this paper will examine the economic life of the black
community. A county wide depression of 1893 will be mentioned because
its occurrence was to have a profound effect on Albany and was to result
in determining to a certain extent the economic, political and social
activities of the black community during this period. Attention will also
be given to the economic progress blacks in Albany were able to make fif¬
teen years after the Civil War, and a comparison will be made between the
progress made by the blacks and whites in the community. An examination
of the various schemes used by blacks to improve their economic status
in the community will also be made.
Another part of this paper will be devoted to the religious and
social life of blacks during this period. Because of legally and socially
sanctioned methods of segregation, blacks were forced to provide their own
means of social life separate from that of the white community. The church
while providing religious comfort also served as the main source of social
life for blacks during this period. Means of attaining social release
were also found through excursions, exhibitions, theatres and through
participation in various fraternal and benevolent societies.
Also included in this account is a discussion of the educational
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activities of the black community. Attention will be given to the period
1867-1880 as a means of tracing the origins of the educational system for
blacks in Albany prior to 1880. It will examine the various means of
education provided for blacks during the period 1880-1910. Included will
be a discussion of the schools of the American Missionary Association,
the public school system of Dougherty county and the Albany Bible and
Manual Training Institute.
The study utilizes the news accounts of the period as recorded in
the city's newspapers, school reports from the State School Commissioner,
legislative records, tax records and other related primary sources. News
accounts for the period 1880-1890 were sketchy due to a tornado in 1940
which damaged many of the city's records and newspaper holdings. Secon¬
dary sources relevant to the period will also be used in the development
of this paper.
CHAPTER I
POLITICO-ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY
On October 29» 1867, blacks in Albany had marched to the polls to
exercise for the first time their political rights.^ From that date
until 1880 blacks were to elect two black men to the Georgia State Legis-
2
lature: Phillip Joiner in 1868, and Ishmael Lonnon, in 1880.
Ishmael Lonnon, the owner and operator of a local blacksmith shop
in Albany was sworn in along with the other new members of the House of
Representatives on November 3, 1880. During his term (1880-81) he'was
3
a member of the Committee on the Penitentiary. As a member of this com¬
mittee, Lonnon, was one of two blacks in the legislature at the time who
spoke against the convict lease system.
Although blacks immediately after the war and for years to come.
^American Missionary 12 (February 1868): 40.
2
Monroe Work, comp., "Some Negro Members of Reconstruction Conven¬
tions and Legislatures and of Congress," Journal of Negro History 5 (Janu¬
ary 1920): 715 Clarence A. Bacote, "Negro Proscriptions, Protests and
Proposed Solutions in Georgia, 1880-1908," Journal of Southern History 25
(November 1959)* 484.
3Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia
1880. The Biennial Session of the General Assembly commenced in Atlanta
November 3. 1880 and extending to December 4, 1880 (Atlanta, 1880), p. 6.
Neither the newspaper accounts or voting records for this period were
available for examination, therefore there is no evidence available to
measure the voting strength of black voters in the city at this time.
Atlanta Constitution. 10 August 1881, cited by Clarence A. Bacote
in "Negro Proscriptions," p. 484.
4
5
tended to vote for the Republican ticket, the party which they associated
with their being liberated, evidence does exist that blacks did at times
vote for the Democratic party which they felt could offer them the best
chance of improving themselves. For instance, the period leading up to
the elections of 1892, an article by George F. Johnson of Ducker Station,
Georgia advised "his colored friends of Albany to vote for Governor
Northern who is the best candidate," adding that, "others pretend to be
friends of the colored people but they aren't." Another article stated
that Bill Pledger, Jack Carter and other Negro Republicans were advising
the Negroes of Albany to vote for the Democrats because of the educa¬
tional and material advantages offered the Negro.^
Sometimes whites in the area attempted to influence Negro voters to
support Democrats. An article written by several white men in Albany
stated that the Negroes would vote for the Democrats because of the many
advantages Democratic rule had given the Negro. This idea is similar to
the one expressed by the Negro leaders of the Republican party in an
earlier article. The businessmen further stated that, "the better clas¬
ses of Negroes will know on which side their bread is buttered when the
time comes." The editor of the paper expressed a similar view of the
Negro voters when he wrote that the Negroes in the district recognized
a true friend in the white people among whom they lived and that it was
to their advantage to vote the Democratic ticket with them. He also
stated that, "there are Democrats in this district and county today who
simply through their influence and friendship can control more of the
^Albany Daily News and Advertiser, 23 September, 15 October 1892.
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Negro votes than Major Brimberry ^he white Republican leader/ ever could."
"The Negro is fast learning who his true friends are," he concluded.
Later when the Republicans accused the Democrats of buying Negro
votes, the editor replied that, "they (the white citizens of Albany)
educated their Negroes by helping them to recognize their friends."^
White influence on black politics can also be seen in an effort by several
white businessmen in the area to rid the community of blacks who they con¬
sidered agitators. An open proposition appeared in the news on October
15» 1892 regarding one Henry Wilson. It stated that several white busi¬
nessmen would pay Henry Wilson if he would leave town and never return.
Wilson was described as a "hater of white people and the better or more
respectable the white man the less Henry seems to have for him." He was
also described as taking an active part in politics on all levels, and
always on the opposite side of the white man, while the more intelligent
Negroes of the city were "voting with their white people and showing their
appreciation for liberal free school advantages given them by Northern
and the Democrats."^ There is no evidence to suggest that this proposi¬
tion was accepted or denied by Wilson.
Despite these assurances of the Negroes' willingness to vote for
the Democratic party, Negroes in Albany were still active in the Repub¬
lican party. In 1896 the Republican Convention of the Second Congres¬
sional District met in Albany for the purpose of electing delegates to
^Ibid., 15 October 1892. It should be noted that the editor, Henry
M. McIntosh, was for many years chairman of the Democratic Executive Com¬
mittee of the Second Congressional District.
^Ibid.
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the national convention and to perpetuate the party's organization for
the next two years. The meeting was chaired by Ishmael Lonnon, former
legislator and the chairman of the District committee. Because of his
poor health, Lonnon did not take an active part in the meeting, but in
a short address to the delegates, he admonished them to be orderly. Two
delegates were elected to the national convention at this time. Major
g
Brimberry of Albany and J. C. Stiles, a black man, from Terrell County.
Evidence reveals that blacks in Albany resented the growing indif¬
ference of the Republicans towards them. At a convention held in Albany,
Marion Oliver, a Negro member of the party, upon attempting to ask a
question, was silenced by the white chairman with the retort: "just let
9
one of my own color ask me a question and I will answer him." Things
of this nature were not overlooked by blacks and the results of the
election held later in the year reflected this action, when Governor
William J. Northern, the Democrat, was elected to office with black sup¬
port. Similar abandonings of the Republican party could be witnessed
during this period throughout the state and in some instances the nation.
Actions of this kind on the part of the Negro voters also gave the
Democrats reason to hope that the blacks would vote the Democratic ticket
more often. During the election of I896 when the Democrats and Republi¬
cans were divided over the issue of free coinage of silver, it was felt
^Albany Weekly Herald. 29 February I896.
^Albany Daily News and Advertiser, 11 October 1892.
^^Ibid., 15 October 1892.
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that the "sensible Negro" would vote for the Democrats because "if free
silver is good enough for the laboring white man it is good enough for
the average Negro.As election time approached the editor warned that
the GOP had come out in one last effort to rally the Negro vote in the
Second Congressional District by issuing a pamphlet that would appeal to
12
the prejudiced and more ignorant class of the people." As a rule, how¬
ever, the Negroes who voted supported the straight Republican ticket that
13
year.
Blacks in Albany at times attempted to make political decisions on
their own. In November 1899 a mass meeting of the Negro voters of the
city was held at the courthouse, with quite a large number present. The
meeting was called in order to determine the qualifications of the candi¬
dates for mayor and to decide which candidates the Negroes would support.
The general feeling was that the meeting would change very few votes as
14
most of the blacks had expressed support for S. B. Brown. This feeling
was borne out when Brown received 457 votes to N. F. Tift's 202 votes,
even though Tift had been the only candidate present at the meeting.
Although blacks were not legally disfranchised in the state of
Georgia until 1908, the gradual disfranchisement of blacks in Albany began
much earlier. In 1898, of the 774 qualified voters in Dougherty county,
^^Albany Weekly News, 1 August 1896.
^^Ibid., 24 October 1896.
^^Ibid., 7 November 1896.
^^Ibid., 25 November 1899.
^^Ibid., 9 December 1899.
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only 105 were black. The editor of the Herald stated that, "the regis¬
tration laws and enforcement of the laws of the state with reference to
the payment of taxes, together with the operation of certain disqualify¬
ing statutes, have conspired to disqualify about four-fifths of the negro
voters of Dougherty County.This figure seems even more significant
when it becomes known that in 1900 there were 657 black males in the city
of Albany alone who were of voting age.^^
Other laws combined to force Negroes out of politics in Albany.
The Herald ran an advertisement advising any white voter who was eligible
10
to vote to register for the white primary to be held November 24. By
the time the state of Georgia legally sanctioned the disfranchisement of
blacks, the city of Albany had already virtually eliminated blacks from
its voting lists.
Early signals of the feelings whites in the city had toward the
disfranchisement of its black voters could be seen in 1895« The editor
of the Herald commenting on the issue of women's suffrage stated that,
"they ^he whites/ could not afford to let women vote unless only the
educated and property owners were allowed to vote. The white woman would
be in danger if she had to withstand the jostling that would go on with
19
the negro as an equal at the voting precinct."
^^Ibid., 1 October 1898.
^^U.S. Department of Cotrmerce, Bureau of the Census, Negroes in the
United States (Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office, 1904),
p. 272.
18
Albany Weekly Herald. 1 Novenber 1902.
^^Ibid., 30 March 1895.
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The political life of blacks in Albany was also closely associated
with its economic life. Albany in 1880 had only two industries, so it
is not surprising that a large number of blacks were employed, not in
20
industry but as common laborers. The largest segment of the black
population worked as domestics—199 worked as washers, 146 as domestic
servants and 88 as cooks. The black population of Albany at this time
numbered 1952 blacks.
Albany also had a railroad station and a few blacks were employed
as porters and in other jobs at the depot. Blacks were also employed
as seamtresses, carpenters, butchers, fishermen, gardeners, peddlers and
in many varied occupations. In the professions, the 1880 census listed six
blacks as teachers and seven black ministers—one of whom was the Reverend
David Hines who had gained prominence in the field of religion and who
was considered one of the most important and wealthiest black men in the
21
city.
Another area in which Negroes found employment was the government
services. Negroes tended to be numerous in this field because they were
generally better educated than the whites who applied for the jobs, many
22
of them being college trained. An announcement in May 1908 stated that




Mary Bacon, Albany on the Flint; Indians to Industry 1836-1936
(Albany, Ga.: Colonial Dames of America, 1970), p. 113.
21
U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1880 State of Georgia (Dooly-Early
Counties), microfilmed copy. Department of Archives and History of the
the State of Georgia, Record Group 94.
22ciarence A. Bacote, "Some Aspects of Negro Life in Georgia 1880-
1908," Journal of Negro History 43 (July 1958); I89.
23
Albany Daily Herald, 9 May 1908.
n
Although blacks in Albany were encouraged to trade with the white
merchants, they were also the owners of businesses. Black grocers during
this period included William Robinson, W. S. Gideon, Oliver Solomon and
William Harrison. Harrison was also the owner of one of the two restaurants
for blacks and, along with the Reverend Mr. Hines, was one of the wealthi¬
est black men in the city, owning land as well as business interests. The
other black restaurant was owned by Thelma Green. Blacks were also the
owners of their own barber and blacksmith shops. One of these blacksmiths
was Ishmael Lonnon who, as previously mentioned, was a member of the
24
state legislature.
Blacks continued to make progress. By 1900 the black community
could boast of a pressing club, several churches, two large stores, the
Acree Naval Store Company with assets of $720 and the Cash Trading Store
whose assets totaled $260. There were also several medical doctors in¬
cluding W. K. Boykin, William Bryant and R. Grier, a pharmacist and a
25
dentist Henry James who had assets valued at $733. ^ There were also
tailors, saloon keepers, restaurants, shoe repairmen, grocers, blacksmith
shops and drugstores.
Dr. R. E. Grier was one of the black doctors who set up practice in
Albany. A graduate of Howard Medical College, he advertised himself as
26
having practiced in the hospitals of Washington, D. C. and Boston.
24
U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1880 State of Georgia.
25
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Negroes of the United States. 1904,
p. 272.
26
Albany Weekly Herald. 19 January 1895.
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With offices located at 236*^ Broad in 1898 Dr. Grier had equipment
28
valued at $275 and was conducting a very prosperous practice when he
29
was stricken with paralysis in I908.
Because of the "jim-crow" policy forced upon Negroes in the South
blacks were forced to establish businesses to serve the needs of their
30
people. These black businesses included drugstores. Albany had three
black owned and operated drugstores by 1910. One of the drugstores
was owned by William Bryant, a doctor. The Bryant Drugstore was located
31
at 133 Broad Street with assets of $1675. The other two drugstores were
owned by the Lees, M. 0. and J. H. The main store was located at 242
32
Broad with the branch store at 303 N. Washington. The stores had their
beginnings in 1903 with assets valued at $2500. By 1910 these assets were
33
valued at $4750. The stores placed numerous ads in the local newspaper
advertising their goods and a promise to guarantee that mail orders would
34be promptly executed.
27
Albany City Directory (Albany, 6a.: n.p., 1907)» pp. 16-17.
28
Tax Digests of Dougherty County, Georgia, I898.
^^Albany Daily Herald, 12 May I908.
30
Bacote, "Some Aspects of Negro Life in Georgia," p. I9I.
31
Tax Digests of Dougherty County, Georgia, I9IO.
32
Albany City Directory, p. 17.
33
Tax Digests of Dougherty County, Georgia, 1903> 1910.
34
Albany Daily Herald. 29 May 1905.
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Albany also had two black newspapers during this period. One,
the Albany Pispatch, was to be operated by George A. Towns, a native
Albanian and graduate of Atlanta University in the Class of 1894. The
paper was supposed to be devoted to the religious, educational, social
and material interests of Negroes. It received praise from the editor
of the Herald who stated that, "the moral tones of the Pispatch is healthy
and so long as it continues to be so it will have the best wishes of the
35
Herald and should receive the support of this city and section." No
evidence could be found to show that such a paper was published, but
W.E.B. PuBois does list the Pispatch along with the Iconoclast as being
two of the black weeklies in Albany published by Negroes in the interest
of black people.
There was also a black owned and operated funeral home in Albany
during this period. Elliot's Funeral Home was established in 1901 by
37
George Elliot. Prior to that time blacks were buried without the bene-
38
fit of a mortician's service, in a wooden box.'^
A few blacks listed their occupation as that of farmers, but the
largest number of farmers was to be found outside the city in the county
areas. It is significant to note that although the majority of those
blacks living outside the city did not own their own farms, a few did
own property within the city. Pne of the black farmers in Albany who
^^Albany Weekly Herald. 25 March I896.
36
W. E. B. PuBois, The Negro in Business (Atlanta: Atlanta Univer¬
sity Publications, no. 4, 1899)» p. 72.
37
Albany City Pirectory. p. 17*
38^ Interview with Jeanette Coleman, 6l4 Corn Avenue, Albany, Georgia,
12 May 1977.
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was listed as having his own farm and very prosperous was Jackson Deal
who was noted in Albany because he always succeeded in marketing the
first bale of cotton, thereby enabling the city to retain the title of
39the "First Bale Market" of the southeast for several years. Jackson's
home, barn, farming utensils, stock and other apparatuses were said to
be the best money could buy. He was praised for being, "a clean-straight
forward, law abiding citizen, respected by whites and blacks alike. His
40
word was as good as a bond." He along with Dr. Grier were cited as
notable examples of "what an honest, industrious and thrifty Negro can
4l
do in Southwest Georgia." Jackson was the president of the Dougherty
County branch of the Georgia Colored Farmers Alliance and attended the an-
42
nual convention held in Savannah in 1903- As president, he also de¬
livered an address at the Colored Fair held at Eaton to which all the
43citizens of Albany were invited.
Jackson was one of the many farmers in the area black or white, who
was making money on their farm. In I883 he was listed as the owner of
228 acres of land valued at $900. By 1908 Jackson owned I8OO acres of
4s
land valued at $9,600.
"Not only were Negroes engaged in individual businesses but the
39
McIntosh and Davis, comps., A Handbook of Albany and Dougherty
County, p. 19.
iin
Albany Daily Herald. 24 July I908.
41
Albany Weekly Herald. 9 August 1902.
42
Albany Daily Herald. 27 February 1903.
^^Ibid., 14 November 1907.
LlI±
Albany Weekly Herald. 13 September 1902.
^^Tax Digests of Dougherty County, Georgia, I883, 1908.
15
pattern of segregation and the need for immediate credit caused Negroes
46
to venture out also into cooperative enterprises." An ambitious scheme
by the Officers of the Supreme Circle of Benevolence falls under this
heading. The Order which originated in Albany was first formed to keep
Negroes from being buried in pauper's graves. The plan which the organi¬
zation sponsored would help to provide homes and land for Negroes.
The plan called for a meeting of the men and women of the Order at
Albany on April 15» 1909. The goal was to raise among the members $110,000
to start the work. Twenty thousand acres of farm land was to be bought
and divided into 400 fifty acre farms to give homes to 400 Negro farmers
at the start. These farmers would be allowed seven years in which to pay
for the farms by paying 1,000 pounds of good middling cotton each year.
This cotton would be sold and more land purchased on the same plan.
It was estimated that at the end of seven years "1,720 fifty acre
farms will be provided with cotton receipts of 3>440 bales of cotton,
aggregating $137>500 or with $27,600 in actual cash more than the company
started with, and an individual interest in 66,000 acres of land with
47400 homes for 400 Negroes absolutely paid for." There is no evidence
that the plan was ever undertaken.
Blacks in Albany were also instrumental in trying to help establish
a well-equipped hospital for Negroes within the city. A card signed by
the black physicians and druggists of Albany appeared in the Herald thank¬
ing Judge and Mrs. F. F. Putney for their generous donation for a colored
46
Bacote, "Some Aspects of Negro Life," p. 192.
^^Albany Daily Herald. 12 February 1909.
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hospital. The Putneys contributed $25»000 to aid in establishing ade¬
quate hospital facilities in Albany. A fourth of this amount was to be
used to create a "colored department" of the hospital. A few hundred
dollars was also raised for this cause by the Colored Women's Hospital
Aid Organization and donations were made by several of the black business
48
houses in the community as blacks strove in an effort to help themselves.
It was later decided that the black and white hospitals would be built
on the same lot, so that both could be under the same administration,
49
making for economy in operation and maintenance.
Blacks living in the city were generally landowners. The years
I88O-I9IO saw a significant growth in the amount of land and other proper¬
ty held by blacks. In 1910 the value of land owned by blacks within the
city rose from $27,745 in 1880 to $53»470 in 1900 and to $149,735 in 1910.
The value of whole property rose from $35,030 in 1880 to $125,762 in 1900
and to $348,404 in I9IO. The number of blacks paying poll tax increased
from 138 in I88O, to 307 in 1900, to 597 in I9IO.
At the same time whites in Albany during I88O owned city property
valued at $488,655 and whole property worth $1,707,683. By 1900 this
wealth had increased substantially. City property for whites had risen in
value to $1,245,737 and their whole property was worth $2,934,756. The
number of whites paying poll taxes had increased from 258 in I88O to 439
by 1900.^°
48
Albany Daily Herald. 4 November 1909.
49
^Ibid., 5 November 1909.
50
Tax Digests of Dougherty County, Georgia, I88O, 1900, 1910.
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In 1900 there were 2903 blacks in Albany and 1703 whites.By 1910
both numbers had increased and there were then 4812 blacks in the city
52
and 3370 whites. So even though blacks were in the majority population
wise they did not control the wealth of the city.
Blacks in Albany were very much affected by the depression in 1893
which left both the county and the city broke. More blacks flocked to
the city than left the area. This net increase in the number of blacks
in the city caused many white laborers to fear Negro competition. In
order to erase these fears, politicians passed laws to keep the races
53
separated. The effect of this separation was to be seen in the social
activities in the black community to be discussed later in this paper.
51^ U.S. Bureau of Census, Negroes in the United States. 1904, p. 272.
52
U.S. Bureau of Census, Nearo Population. 1790-1915 (Washington,
D. C.: Government Printing Office, 1918.
53
Bacon, Albany on the Flint, p. 91.
CHAPTER II
SOCIO-RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY
Political and economic activities made up only a part of black life
in Albany; the remaining part centered around the social and religious
life of blacks during this period. Black churches were not only sources
of spiritual guidance but, because segregation was socially accepted and
later sanctioned by law, blacks looked to the church for social guidance
as wel1.
Blacks have been active in the religious activities of Albany since
1829 when a ten day meeting of the Baptists converted a few men of color.
When the official Baptist church was begun in 1846 blacks were members,
and by I85O fifty of the one hundred fourteen members were Negroes.^
Separate churches were maintained by the white Albany Baptist Church at
2
Oaklawn and Travers.
The first black church completely organized and maintained by blacks
came in 1867. It was then that the Reverend David Hines and forty-four
black members were dismissed by letter at their request from the white
^Aaron Brown, The Negro in Albany (Albany, Ga.: n.p., 1945), p.
114.
2
Thronsteeka Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, History
and Reminiscences of Dougherty County. Georgia (Albany, Ga.: Herald
Publishing Company, 1924), p. 240.
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Baptist church. It was their proposal to establish a separate black
Baptist church in Albany. This church which later came to be known as
Jackson Grove was only one of several black churches in operation during
3
this period.
The organizing of the separate Presbyterian church in 1899 provided
a source of celebration and a reason for a social gathering for blacks in
Albany. A large crowd gathered at the courthouse to hear the sermon
preached by Reverend H. T. Darnell and the music rendered by the Bethel
A.M.E. Church choir and the Albany Colored Orchestra(the Brown Brothers,
4
M. 0. Lee and Miss A. E. Roberts at the organ).
The church building was erected in the southwestern portion of the
5
city in 1902, Upon its completion, the church offered itself as a meet¬
ing place for black activities. One such occasion was the speaking ap¬
pearance of Reverend W. H. Ziegler, pastor of the white Presbyterian
church in the city. Everyone was invited to hear the distinguished guest
and the members of the congregation promised that seats would be provided
for all members of both races who cared to attend.^
When the Peabody Institute for Colored Teachers met in Albany in
1903» the church again offered its buildings for use in the special fea¬
tures provided for the entertainment of the teachers. The Chapel was the
3
Albany Baptist Church Book. Albany Dougherty County, Georgia 1860-
1899» microfilmed copy at the Department of Archives and History of the
State of Georgia, pp. 191-97> Record Group 76/5.
/i
Albany Weekly Herald, 16 September 1899.
^Ibid., 22 February 1902.
^Albany Daily Herald, 15 May 1903.
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host place for a lecture given by Reverend Mr. Canon for the Institute
teachers. Eureka Baptist Church also opened its doors to the teachers.
It was the site for lectures on the eye by Dr. R. Grier and a lecture on.
education by Reverend H. P. Butler. The public was also invited to these
lectures.^
Another special occasion for the black community was the speaking
engagement that brought Bishop Henry M. Turner, the distinguished prelate
of the A.M.E. church and also active in the "Back-to-Africa" movement as
well as in Georgia politics. Bishop Turner conducted two services at
Bethel A.M.E. Church. A few whites came to hear him at night, among them
being the editor of the Herald. Bishop Turner spoke on African coloniza¬
tion and a text from the Psalms. Although the whites did not care much
for the African colonization speech, they had nothing but praise for the
O
Bishop's sermon from the Psalms.
Another source of entertainment within the church was the attending
of the various Sunday School and church conventions. This entailed a lot
of travelling and dressing up, both of which tended to break up the monotony
of black life. One such convention was held in Albany in 1896. It was
composed of the Negro Baptist Sunday School workers of Georgia who repre-
o
sented in their membership 3^0 different Sunday schools in the state.
In 1908 Albany was again the host city for the Colored Methodist
Episcopal Church Convention which was held on Madison Street at the C.M.E.
^Ibid., 15 June 1903.
8
^Albany Weekly Herald. 11 March 1899. See also Edwin S. Redkey,
"Bishop Turner's African Dream," Journal of American History 5^ (Septem¬
ber 1967): 271-90.
^Ibid., 25 July 1896.
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church. The program for the convention consisted of sermons on civil
righteousness. A special invitation was extended to the white people in
the community to come and enjoy the services.
Negro baptisms provided another reason for a religious and social
gathering. They usually took place at the Flint River located at the
foot of Broad Street on a Sunday afternoon. They generally attracted a
large crowd.
One such baptising ceremony, conducted by Reverend Harvey Davis,
attracted over two thousand people, both black and white, but predomi¬
nantly black. This occasion differed from others of its kind because
the Reverend Mr. Davis took time out from his work to rebuke some of the
Negroes present for their irreverent behavior on such a serious occasion.
Once this had been done, he continued with the baptising of fifty women
^4. 12and two men.
On another occasion hundreds of onlookers were forced to stand on
the bridge so that they might better view the baptismal services con-
1 3
ducted by Reverend T. S. Simpson involving more than thirty Negroes.
The church also tried to instill some sense of black history in
the minds of the black community. For example, Mt. Zion Baptist Church
was the host for an Emancipation Day celebration by the Negroes of Albany
and Dougherty County, January 1, 1898. The program for the exercises
^^Albany Daily Herald, 19 September 1908.
^^Albany Weekly Herald. 14 July 1894.
^^Ibid., 4 May 1895.
’^Ibid., 24 May 1902.
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included singing, prayer, the reading of the Proclamation by Miss C.
Harrison and an oration delivered by the Reverend N. B. Williamson. A
request was made that the employers of black laborers give their employ¬
ees a half holiday so that they might attend the exercises. Negroes were
asked to attend if they desired to be good citizens and felt an interest
in the welfare of the community and county.
It was decided by the program committee that a permanent society be
organized for "the purpose of keeping before the people the importance of
14
celebrating the historical days of the race." There is no evidence that
such a society was formed or that there were any followup celebrations of
the Emancipation or any other "historical days of the race."
The black church was viewed in different ways by the whites in the
community. An appeal by the Reverend W. H. Rutherford, pastor of the
C.M.E. church, to the whites in the city for aid for his church was viewed
by the whites as commensurate of the slaveholding days. The editor of the
Herald commented that this action took the connmunity back to slavery days
when blacks would appeal to whites for aid.^^
At other times, white reaction to the black churches in the area
was not so paternalistic. One of the most important matters before the
City Council in 1895 concerned a resolution by Alderman Pope relative to
the "boisterous manner" in which the black people worshipped at some of
the Negro churches in the city. The resolution proposed to condemn such
^^Ibid., 1 January 1898.
^^Albany Daily Herald. 5 June 1903*
23
"supposed worship as a public nuisance and proposed to institute pro¬
ceedings at once looking to suppress the same." The Council instructed
the Chief of Police to notify his men and the Negro preachers of the city's
actions. A letter from the pastor of the A.M.E. church protested the Coun-
•11 4.- 16Cl 1's actions.
The church was not the only outlet for blacks in the communit-y.
Blacks in Albany also attended exhibitions, excursions, theatrical pro¬
ductions and other similar activities. In 1895 blacks attended the Pawnee
Bill Wild West Show in large numbers. The editor described the event as
one where "the good sister'n met the good brethr'n on every side, and their
cordial salutations were of usual occurrence.
Negroes also attended exhibitions given by other Negroes. Dustin
Herrington, a well-known colored swimmer and diver arranged to give an
exhibition of his skill on July 4, 1899. At 2:30 or 3s00 in the afternoon
he planned to dive from the county bridge at the foot of Broad Street,
striking the water head first and swimming out unassisted. Dustin had
already dived from the railroad bridge several times, but this was to be
18
his first attempt to leap from the new wagon bridge.
Albany was the center for the arrival and departure of Negro excur¬
sionists. In one instance two trains from the S.F. & W. arrived in Albany
crowded to capacity with two to two thousand five hundred Negroes on board.
^^Albany Weekly Herald, 31 August 1895«
^^Ibid., 9 November 1895.
1 ft
Ibid., 1 July 1899.
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The Negroes were well-behaved and orderly. Sometimes, however, these
trains were frequented by the worst element of blacks which created seri¬
ous problems. For instance, a train of Negro excursionists from Albany
created havoc when returning from an excursion in Brunswick. Robert
Johnson, a Negro, became very loud and boisterous while travelling with
his fellow passengers. After awhile he pulled a gun which he waved wildly
about the coach. When the conductor tried to calm Johnson, the man shot
him. Johnson later escaped by jumping from the train while it was in
progress to Albany and he was not heard from again, although numerous
20
people reported having seen him in various places.
This action on the part of Johnson seemed to have added validity to
the editor's early appeal to the conductors of the trains to exercise more
control over the passengers. Even though the state of Georgia had passed
legislation requiring all railroads doing business in the state to furnish
separate but equal accommodations for both races and giving conductors
police powers to enforce behavior on these trains these laws were not al-
ways effective.
A little over a year after its passage, the conductors in Albany
were still having problems enforcing the act. The editor of the Herald
admonished the conductors in Albany to find some means of enforcing the
law pointing to the many instances of violence that had occurred in other
areas because the law was not enforced. He stated that although Albany
^^Ibid., 27 May 1899.
Ibid., 28 July 1894.
21
Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of Georgia, 1890-1891
(Atlanta, I89I), p. 157-
25
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had not had trouble, trouble could occur at any time.
Besides excursions, blacks also attended picnics. On May 18, 1899
over half of the Negro population of the city attended a picnic at Blue
23
Springs. Picnics were a favorite means of entertainment for blacks and
whites too. Often times the members of both races utilized the various
sites in the city that were suited for picnic areas. Sometimes the blacks
and whites would picnic at the same area on alternate occasions and other
24
times whites and blacks would picnic at the same spot together.
Despite the fact that segregation was an accepted practice in the
city of Albany, there were several instances when blacks and whites were
allowed to be entertained together, though with separate seating facili¬
ties. When the Dandy Dixie Minstrels and the Cotton Pickers' Band, black
entertainers, appeared at the Rawlins Theatre in Albany, blacks were al¬
lowed to attend the show. The entire balcony was reserved for the black
citizens of the city and admission was set at fifty and seventy-five
cents.
Blacks were also allowed to attend the Chautauquas when they came
to Albany. On one such occasion a situation arose which upset the black
community. When the collection for starving Cubans was taken up at the
auditorium, the hat was not passed to the Negroes present at the meeting.
Reverend William D. Johnson, Jr., pastor of Bethel A.M.E. Church, wrote a
22
Albany Weekly Herald. 31 December 1892.
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Albany Daily News and Advertiser, 18 May 1899.
24
Interview Jeanette Coleman, 6l4 Corn Avenue, Albany, Georgia,
12 May 1977.
^^Albany Daily Herald. 9 March 1909.
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letter to the editor of the Herald expressing the disappointment the
black citizens felt at this slight by the whites. He stated that the
blacks were loyal and patriotic and wanted an equal opportunity to con-
tribute like their fellow white citizens.
Segregation forced Negroes to devise their own means of social sur¬
vival. "Although the church and school were probably the most important
agencies through which they worked, the fraternal organizations contribu-
27
ted much to solving this problem of group betterment." In Albany these
groups included the Masons, Oddfellows, Knights of Pythias and several
locally oriented groups.
These societies helped the blacks to develop some sense of their
28
own importance and a sense of belonging. The members of these organiza¬
tions often turned out in full regalia to bury a fellow member, for parades
and for other festive occasions. When Frank McCarthy was buried, members
of the local black orders of the Masons, Odd Fellows and Knights of
Pythias turned out in full force to attend the funeral of the deceased
brother. Each group attended the funeral in a large body, making his
funeral procession one of the longest ones that ever followed any Negro
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and other such activities, the lodges also provided other forms of enter¬
tainment for its members.
The Grand Lodge of the Colored Knights of Pythias of Georgia held
a three day session in Albany, July 11-13» 1896 with between 1000-1500
delegates and visitors in attendance. It took place in the Lodge's hall
on the third floor of the Mayer and Crine buildings, with Grand Chancellor
C. A. Shaw of Brunswick presiding. The Court of Calanthe or Women's Divi¬
sion of the Colored Knights of Pythias also met in Albany at the same time.
30
Quite a number of delegates were present from all over the state.
The local black Oddfellows celebrated the fifteenth anniversary of
the organization of their lodge, the Philander Lodge, in 1898. The cele¬
bration began with the members marching in full regalia through the busi¬
ness portion of the city about three o'clock. The parade ended at the
Eureka Baptist Church where an address was delivered to the group by
M. C. Parker, deputy grand master of the state lodge. The occasion
culminated with a reception in the evening at the Odd Fellows' Hall during
which time the history of the Philander Lodge, to which many of the very
31
best black citizens of Albany belonged, was read.
With these and other such organizations to provide for them, blacks
in Albany were able to have some means of social life. Segregation was
not limited to the economic and social aspects of black life, but en¬
compassed the educational activities as well.
^°Ibid., 11 July 1896.
^^Ibid., 16 April I898.
CHAPTER III
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY
Education for blacks in the United States prior to 1861 was pre¬
carious to say the least and the coming of freedom did not in itself
guarantee an adequate education for blacks. In many instances the public
education offered to blacks tended to be inferior to that of the whites
in the community.
Education for blacks in Albany began in 1867 under the auspices of
the American Missionary Association. At that time, six Northern women
came to Albany and with the aid of the Freedmen's Bureau began schools
for blacks. Ostracized by the whites of the community, the missionaries
roomed and boarded at Negro homes as well as attended the African church
of Albany.
These white women were surprised at the amount of information the
blacks had been able to acquire since freedom.^ The people proved to
be very interested in their education and schools could not be opened
fast enough for them. C. S. Dickson, in a letter to the Association
on January 9» 1869, stated that "our schools are in a flourishing condi¬
tion and the people profess much interest in them. The second school
^American Missionary, 12 (February 1868): 40.
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grew so large we were obliged to open a third." These schools proved to
be the only means of education for blacks in the community until 1874 when
public education came to the county.
The State Constitution of 1865 provided for the education of the
state's youth, but made no provision for black youth of the state. It
was not until 1868 that the Constitution was amended to provide for "a
thorough system of general education to be forever free to all the chi 1-
3
dren of the state." This system was not utilized until a meeting of the
Georgia Teachers' Association met in Atlanta and discussed ways to put
the constitutional provisions in practice. On October 13» 1870 the Legis¬
lature passed an Act, "granting by legislation equal school privileges to
all children regardless of race or color." It was ironic that this Act
was passed on the hundreth anniversary of a previous Act passed by the
4
Legislature making it a crime to teach a Negro to write or read."
The first free public schools under the new state system were
opened in Dougherty County in July, 1874 for a term of three months. The
schools for blacks were under the charge of Miss Jennie Morris and Miss
Betty Outlaw, graduates of Atlanta University Normal Department in 1874
and 1873» respectively. Morris also taught a primary school for blacks
5
in Albany.
^Ibid., 13 (March 1868); 56.
3
Richard R. Wright, Sr., A Brief Historical Sketch of Negro Educa¬
tion in Georgia (Savannah, Ga.; Robinson Printing House, 1894), p. 30.
^Ibid., p. 31.
5
Works Projects Administration, Inventory of County Archives,
Dougherty County (Atlanta, Ga.; The Georgia Historical Records Survey,
1941), p. 67.
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Evidence shows that despite the availability of these sources of
education, blacks in Albany still tended to be illiterate. The census of
1880 reveals that 91^ blacks could not read and 1058 could not write. Only
157 of the black school age children in the city reported having gone to
school within the census year.^
In 1881 there were seven white and twenty-seven black schools in
Dougherty County with 1676 blacks and 193 whites enrolled. The students
were taught courses in orthography, reading, writing, English grammar,
geography and arithmetic.^
The State School Commissioner's Report for I89I listed three white
schools and four Negro schools as being located in the city. At this
time the total number of pupils enrolled included 435 whites and 700
0
blacks. The length of the school term was increased from three months
9
to five months. Despite these advantages the educational system for
blacks in Albany was inadequate. Teachers were overworked and the build¬
ings were inadequate. Discrimination was evident everywhere, especially
in the student-teacher ratio, in the licensing of teachers and in the
amount of money paid to black teachers and for black schools.
There were twenty-six teachers to teach 1953 black students enrol¬
led in the black schools in the county. This equalled to an average of
^U.S. Bureau of the Census, I88O State of Georgia (Dooly-Early
Counties, microfilmed copy Department of Archives and History of the
State of Georgia, Record Group 94.
^Report of the State School Commissioner of Georgia to the General
Assembly for 1881 (Atlanta, Ga.. 1881). p. 68.
®Ibid., 1891, p. 201.
^Ibid., p. 22.
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seventy-five students per teacher.^® Even then all of the black children
of school age were not enrolled in school. There were 3043 blacks in the
county between the ages of six and eighteen which meant that only 64.2
per cent of the blacks of school age actually attended school.
In 1870 the State Legislature required that teachers be examined
and licensed by the county school commissioner of each county. The grade
of the applicant's license was to be determined by the ratio of correct
12
answers and other evidence disclosed by the examination. The possi¬
bility that there may have been some discrimination in the issuing of
licenses in Dougherty County is evident by the number and kinds of li¬
censes issued to black teachers as opposed to whites.
Twelve of the fifteen white applicants qualified for first grade
licenses, while only seven of the thirty black applicants received first
13
grade licenses. In order to qualify for third grade licenses an ap¬
plicant had to have a general average of 70 per cent, 80 per cent for a
14
second grade license and 90 per cent for a first grade license. Dis¬
crimination can also be seen in the salaries paid to these teachers. A
white teacher with a first grade license was paid on the average from
$26-30.00 more per month than a black teacher with the same license. Since
^^Report of the State School Commissioner for 1895. p. 354.
’hbidi, p. 559.
12
Acts and Resolutions of the State of Georgia 1870-71 (Atlanta,
1871), p. 54.
13
Report of the State School Commissioner for 1899, p. 78, appendix.
’^Ibid., 1898, p. 119.
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there were no white teachers with second grade licenses a comparison in
salaries with black teachers can not be made. Those few white teachers
who were unfortunate enough to rate a third grade license made five dol-
1 5
lars more per month than the black third grade licensees.
The value of the school buildings and property used by blacks serve
as documentary evidence of the black school's plight in trying to teach
the curriculum prescribed by the State. In 1899 the twelve black schools
in the county were valued at $2400; while the four white schools had a
value of $4700. Therefore the black schools were worth only $200 each,
while each of the white schools was valued at $1150.^^ In 1906 the schools
for both blacks and whites in the city were valued at $4000 each, but this
condition changed when a new white school was built at a cost of $30,000.^^
Although the American Missionary Association had set up an excellent
graded school for blacks in Albany, the Albany Normal School in I87O,
18
there was still a need for better education in the city. On November
5, 1892 an advertisement appeared for a bill to be introduced at the next
session of the legislature for the establishment of a public school system
in the city and to provide for acquiring property and buildings, as well
19
as providing means to maintain the system. Blacks were to benefit most
^^Ibid., 1895, 1898, 1899.
’^Ibid., 1899, p. 213.
^^Ibid., 1906, p. 418.
18
Carter G. Woodson, History of the Neqro Church (Washington, D. C.:
The Associated Publishers, 1921), p. 204.
^^Albany Weekly Herald. 5 November 1892.
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from this resurgent interest in education. In July, 1893 the Red School
House was enlarged and improved by the American Missionary Association.
This school was to provide educational advantages and facilities that
would compare favorably to those to be offered at the white Albany Academy
20
the next fall term.
Additional educational opportunities became available to blacks when
the Association in August of the same year, expanded the program of the
Albany Normal School to include a high school curriculum. Under the
auspices of Professor T. S. Inborden, the school went beyond the pre¬
scribed public free school system. It had as its purpose "to educate
the blacks and teach them to be self-respecting, honorable, virtuous
and useful men and women." The cost of the school was not to be borne
by the public school fund; tuition was to range from $1-3 per month per
•1 21pupn1.
The school was described by some of its teachers as being not
nearly large enough to accommodate "all those who would come and who
would pay their tuition," if space permitted. They pointed out that,
"the single story building's roof should be raised so that the eight
22
rooms could be filled at once."
J. S. Davis, the mayor of Albany, was present at one of the closing
exercises of the Albany Normal School, the aftermath of which left him
^°Ibid., 29 July 1893.
^^Ibid., 12 August 1893.
22
American Missionary. 51 (April 1897): 120.
34
with nothing but praise for both pupils and teachers. He felt that "it
would have been well for every white man in the city and section to have
been present, for it would have emphasized the possibilities of good negro
education." The pupils were described as being "wel1-substained and every
circumstance and condition evidenced that they were stimulated by laudable
23ambition to qualify themselves for worthy citizenship."
The following year's closing exercises were witnessed by the editor
of the Herald. The mayor described these exercises as "evidence of pro¬
gress on the educational lines by colored people" which also reflected
24
"credit upon both teachers and pupils."
In July, 1897 another new black school was erected in the southern
portion of the city on the southwest corner of Jefferson and Mercer
streets. Called the Mercer Academy, this school was to be the answer to
the five inadequate schools that had previously been used by black pupils
in the city. The larger building was proposed for "the purpose of com¬
bining all schools into one" and "affording proper privileges to the
scholars." It was not to conflict with the American Missionary's schools.
The cost of erecting the building was to be approximately $1250, $600 was
to be expended for furnishing the rooms with desks and seats. The city
council appropriated $500 for the building and the county appropriated
25
$1000 for the school. This school was attended by the 441 students
26
who had been enrolled in the five black schools in the city.
^^Albany Weekly Herald. 31 May 1902.
^^Albany Daily Herald, 28 May 1903*
^^Albany Weekly Herald. 24 July 1897.
26
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By 1898 the county had finished paying for this school and built
two more schools for blacks, St, Paul's and one known as Sterne School,
as well as a white school known as the Ramsey School House. At this
time 60 per cent of the county's white school population was enrolled in
27
school and 58 per cent of the black school population.
The quest of the black community to obtain quality education was
spurred onward with the appearance of Joseph W. Holley in Albany in 1903.
Dr. Holley was inspired to come to Albany after reading W.E.B. DuBois'
account of blacks in Dougherty County in The Souls of Black Folks. After
graduating from Lincoln University, Holley came to Albany to try and
28
"strike a blow at the ignorance portrayed by Mr. DuBois."
Dr. Holley was aided in his efforts by some of the leading white
citizens in Dougherty County, including the editor and associate editor
of the Herald, Henry M. McIntosh and Joseph S. Davis. These men along
with John A. Davis, president of the First National Bank of Albany and
L. E. Welch, School Commissioner of Albany and Dougherty County, aided
Dr. Holley in procuring a charter for the new institution. As an ex¬
pression of their faith and goodwill the men present at the meeting sub¬
scribed $25DD in cash, Mr. McIntosh leading off with $25D. To this sum
was added the $25DD given to Dr. Holley by Miss Anna Hazard before he
29
left Connecticut in order to establish the school.
In order to get the school going. Commissioner Welch secured the
^^Albany Weekly Herald. 8 July 1899.
28
Joseph W. Holley, You Can't Build A Chimney From The Top (New
York: Wi11iam-Frederick Press, 19^8), p. 48.
^^Ibid., p. 53.
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services of Professor H. A. Green, a normal school graduate of Atlanta
University, and opened the first classes in the Union Baptist Church in
East Albany. Professor Green was paid twenty dollars by the city of
30
Albany for his services. In the meantime, efforts were made by the
Trustees to obtain land for the new school.
Several spots were suggested for the new school, many being in the
northern and western part of the city. One ideal location was offered by
a wealthy white man for $2500. This spot included a ten-room brick build¬
ing with thirty acres of land attached. The Trustees were willing to
buy it, but because of a protest lodged with the Board by white residents
of the community. Dr. Holley decided to locate the school in another area
31
closer to the black community. Stating that the white residents had a
right to protest against locating a Negro school in the middle of the
white residential area and its school. Dr. Holley surprised the Trustees
and white seller, who had voiced his intentions to sell to the school
despite white protest, by asking that it be located elsewhere.
The school was finally located on a sandhill lot in East Albany,
purchased by the Trustees for $2500. The $2500 given to Dr. Holley by
Miss Hazard was given as the first donation to the building fund and in
the spring of 1904, the first building for the new school was dedicated
to her and called Peace Hall.
From 1903 to 1917 the institution was dependent for support entirely




on voluntary contributions from friends and the students themselves.
The boarding department of the institution was opened in the fall of 1904
and students were required to pay for food and lodging, "either in cash
33
or honest-to-goodness labor." Despite the fact that blacks during this
time did not have much money, the school was able to survive. The State
School Commissioner reports that in 1909 the value of the property of the
Albany Bible and Manual Training Institute totaled $12,000 and it boasted
an enrollment of 240 students who paid five dollars per month for tuition
34
for an eight month term.
Besides being a source of education for blacks in Albany and Dougherty
County, the school helped to train the masses in the surrounding counties.
It was able to train more than fifty per cent of all the Negro teachers
in the public schools in the area. They were trained in the common
35
branches, in the trades and industries and in domestic science and art.
This school later became Albany State College.
Further evidence of the black man's search for a better education
is seen in the amount of money parents paid for their children's educa¬
tion to the American Missionary Association. The AMA's school in Albany
reported receiving tuition of from $130-140 per month in 1897.^ This
is also evident by examining the catalogues of Atlanta University during
its earliest years.
^^Ibid., pp. 55, 56, 64.
33ibid., p. 58.
3^Report of the State School Commissioner for 1909. p. 571.
^^Holley, p. 64.
3^American Missionary. 51 (February-December I897)s 142, 170,
208, 247, 251, 253.
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Students from Albany had been a part of the institution since it
first began classes in I869. Jennie T. Morris and Elizabeth Outlaw were
two of the early graduates of the University's Normal School Department,
37
graduating in 1874 and 1873» respectively. They, along with other
students from Albany, broadened their education in the normal and college
programs offered by the school. Other blacks from Albany were enrolled
in the graded school of Atlanta University, thus exemplifying the un¬
quenchable thirst for knowledge that blacks in Albany had. Many of these
students returned to their hometown to teach other blacks in the community
as has been shown earlier in this paper.
Another one of these students, Arthur C. Holmes, was the principal
of a graded school in Albany. Holmes was an 1895 graduate of Atlanta
University's college department. Holmes served as not only principal of
the grade school, but he also taught the sixth and seventh grade classes.
The Colored Academy, the name by which the school was known, was described
as being able "to compare very favorably with most of the schools of the
state.
Besides being the center of education for the Black youth in the
area, Albany was also the site of several sessions of the Peabody Institute
for Colored Teachers sponsored by the State Board of Education. One such
session was held in the Bethel A.M.E. Church and was attended by many
37
Myron W. Adams, comp.. General Catalogue of Atlanta University
1867-1929 (Atlanta: The Atlanta University Press, 1929)» p. 27*
^^Albany Daily Herald. 4 February 1903-
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teachers from the surrounding counties of southwest Georgia. Another
was held at the Albany Normal School from June 8-July 4, 1896, which
40
was attended by about seventy-five black teachers. The purpose of the
Institute held in 1896 was to test "the teaching power of the colored man
thirty years after slavery." The results of this session showed that the
black teacher had performed favorably on all tests administered by the
Institute and had made substantial progress in the thirty years since
slavery.
In 1905 the public sentiment in Albany was finally crystallized
into a demand for a city system of public schools and in I9O6 the system
42
was established by a special act of the Legislature. The different
private institutions for the education of blacks that had been established
prior to this time still continued to operate and flourish as has been
previously noted earlier in this paper.
^^Albany, Weekly Herald. 8 April 1893*
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CONCLUSION
Blacks in Albany were an integral part of the total community.
Fifteen years after the Civil War, they were able to make positive con¬
tributions in all aspects of their lives. During the Reconstruction years
and immediately afterward, blacks in Albany were able to elect two black
men to the Georgia State Legislature. They were active participants in
the Republican and Democratic parties.
Although evidence shows that blacks were strongly influenced in
their political thinkings by the whites in the community, there is also
proof that blacks made some political decisions on their own. This po¬
litical activity, though not highly significant, is worth mentioning in
view of the eventual disfranchisement of blacks that took place in Georgia
in 1908 and in Albany even earlier—making any earlier political activity
on the part of the black community significant simply because they were
able to participate.
Even though blacks were encouraged to trade with the white mer¬
chants in the city, they did develop their own businesses. The majority
of blacks continued to be employed as laborers and domestic workers, but
many were pursuing such occupations as teaching, medicine, dentistry and
the ministry. Blacks in Albany were also landowners and a few were farmers
who owned their own farms. A few of these farmers were quite prosperous
and could be pointed out as model citizens. Blacks also attempted to
better the status of the race as a whole through various economic schemes.
40
41
Because of socially and legally sanctioned segregation laws, blacks
in Albany were forced to assume responsibility for their own social func¬
tions separate from the white conmunity. Blacks proved to have been very
effective in this endeavor. The church, while serving as the main source
of secular fulfillment, also served as a main source of social fulfillment
as well. Activities such as lectures and baptisms presented social out¬
lets within the sphere of the church's influence.
Outside of the church sponsored activities, blacks found fulfillment
through exhibitions, excursions, wild west shows and other functions. They
were allowed to attend certain theatrical productions and Chautauquas at
the same time and in the same place as the whites even though the functions
themselves had segregated seating. Nor was the practice of segregation
strictly maintained in the railroads that serviced Albany. Blacks also
found social outlets in the many fraternal and benevolent societies which
existed in the city.
Education for blacks in Albany was at times scanty and discrimina¬
tory, but at no time did blacks give up their quest to obtain a quality
education for their children. Overworked and underpaid though the teachers
were, they too continued to educate the black youth of the community.
Despite adverse financial conditions, the black man could still find enough
money to send his child to school at home or in certain instances to At¬
lanta. Thus, through the aid of the American Missionary Association, the
white citizens of Albany and New England, Dr. J. W. Holley and the Negro
citizens of Albany and the surrounding areas, blacks in Albany, Georgia
were able to make positive strides in education and other aspects of their
lives during the period 1880-1910.
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